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U.S. Fights 
Efforts of 
Terrorists 


By George Lardner Jr. 

Washington Post Stall Writer 

As~ eight Arab terrorists 
were ending their murder- 
ous occupation of an em- 
bassy in Khartoum two 
weeks ago, another was busy 
making plastic bombs 7,000 
miles away— in a hotel room 
in Jersey City. 

His mission failed. The ex- 
plosives lie allegedly 
planted during Israeli Pre- 
mier Golda Meir’s visit to 
Manhattan March 4 never 
went off. But just his pres- 
ence in the United States 
was ominous enough. De- 
spite the concerted efforts 
of a string of government 
agencies, the Palestinian 
terrorist organization known 
as Black September appears 
to be working hard to estab- 
lish a beachhead here. 

“So far, we’ve been 
lucky,” says one ranking 
State Department official, 
even In light of the precau- 
tions already in effect. 

Ever. since Black Septem- 
ber commandos raided the 
Munich Olympics last fall, 
the Nixon administration 
has been taking extraordi- 
nary measures to prevent 
their violence from spread- 
ing here. 

Now, hardly anyone of 
“Arabic background” can 
get permission to enter the 
country without special 
clearance from Washington, 
a procedure that calls for 
systematic checks of such 
visa applications against the 
secret intelligence files of 
the State Department, the 
CIA, the Secret Service, the 

< »j— F ' B - Pa nd oilier agencies. 

Even so, the CIA was de- 
scribed by an authoritative 
source, again just two weeks 
ago, as considering terror- 
ism one of the greatest 

M wobloms facing Die count ry, / 
There are some people Tn 


Arab and 
activists” 
ates who 
m;, have links to the ter- 
ror;,! underground. The Im- 
rmriation and Naturaliza- 
tion Ser\ ice has been check- 
ing rm the legal status of 
Arabic students and non-im- 
migrant Arabic visitors. 

Kcnortedly. however, not 
even the fanatical Black 
Srptembrists, whose entire 
membership is estimated at 
200 to 300 at most, .know 
more than a few of their 
own. As a result, it surprises 
no one that Khalitl Duhhan 
Al-Jawari, a well-dressed, 
highly educated man, was 
granted entry from Canada 


vestigation that lasted more 
than a week, John F. Mai 
one. assistant director of the' 
New York Ffif office, said 
all had apparently beers 
limed to explode at noon or 
March 4 "to coincide with 
flic arrival of Golda Moir,” 
hot they failed to go off be- 
cause of “an error in the cir- 
cuitry . . ." 

Mrs. Mc-ir's schedu! 
never took her near th 
cars. But had any of th 
„ , , bombs gone off, Malon 

application said - hundreds of New York 

gered no 


and Trust Co. and the Israeli formation, but it r.resuma- 
Discount Bank Ltd. on Fifthlbly in a product of the nov- 
A venue. The third had been! ernment’s counter-terrorist 
left next to the El A1 IsraeD campaign. As State . '»r>art- 
Alrlines Terminal at Ken-? mont spokesman Charles 
nedy Airport. iBrayputsit 

1 noch of a ' nt 

After a,n unpublicized In- them (Blark 


for a visa trig- 
alarm buttons, 
though State Department of- 
ficials say they are still' try- 
ing to make sure it under- 
went the prescribed security 
check. 

According to the FBI, Al- 
Javvari entered the United 
States Jan. 12 — just five 
days after the itinerary for 
Mrs. Meir’s most recent visit 
here was announced in Jeru- 
salem. 

She landed at New York’s 
Kennedy International Air- 
port around 2:40 a.m. on 
Sunday, March 4, By then, 
the Black September gueril- 
las in Khartoum had just 
ended their bloody takeover 
of the Saudi Arabian Em- 
bassy after murdering two 
American diplomats and a 
Belgian colleague captured 
inside. 

Around Die same time, 
from the FBI’s account, Al- 
Jawari was evidently pre- 
paring for another grisly ex- 
ercise — Black September’s 
first known attempt — in the 
United States in room 516 of 
Jersey City’s Mayflower Ho- 
tel. He departed from the 
hotel sometime during the 
morning of March 4, leaving 
behind, agents say, “a num- 
ber of latent fingerprints,” 
[along with some leftover, or- 
ange-colored plastic explo- 
sive and an extra pair of 
[nine-volt batteries. 

But all this was discov- 
ered only by subsequent bi- 


ers could have been killed. 

A test detonation of one of 
the bombs produced a fire- 
ball 25 feet in diameter, ris- 
ing 50 to 75 feet in the air. 

“Anyone within 100 yards 
of the blast could have been 
fatally injured,” Malone re- 
ported. 

It would have served ns 
bloody punctuation of 
Mrs. Meir’s angry complaints 
at the Waldorf-Astoria that 
day about “Arab terrorist 
blackmail.” She said she was 

glad to see that President 

Nixon, for one, had told her to applicants “personally and 
the United States would favorably known” to the U.S 
never submit to it. >• , 

Black September was an-j p ‘ s * le consulates 
parentlv anxious tn Maim "'n 


ivc snow a 
more about 
September) 
(ham we did six months 

g£o.” 

Alarmed by the terrorism 
at Munich that left 11 Israeli 
athletes and five Black Sep- 
tembrisis dead, Mr. Nixon 
ordered formation of a 10- 
member Cabinet Committee 
to Combat Terrorism, 
headed by Secretary of 
Stale William P. Pagers, to 
chart a course both here 
and abroad. 

'K n e r g e n c y Mens urcs 
were instituted at the same 
time. In a still-confidential 
roiiei’, ail American embas- 
sies and consulates were 
told to issue no visas to per- 
sons from certain countries 
without approval from 
Washington. The list of 
countries remains secret, 
but informed sources say all 
arc Arabic. 

At first, the proscription 
against automatic granting 
of visa s was complete, hut it 
has now been relaxed to 
permit their issuance abroad 


vestigation. Acting on a tip, 

FBI agents and New York 
police found the bombs 
first. They were retrieved 
March 6-7 from the trunks 
of eacti of three rental cars. ] 

Two had been parked oul-J _ 
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maintaining close surveil- 


mteUigenee,” the source re- 
ported, “who say it’s going 
to take a major effort to 
keep these terrorists out of 
the U.S,, to keep them from 
assisting public figures right 
here on American soil,” 


to claim 
credit for the violent rebut- 
tal. The botnbladen car at 
the El A1 warehouse-termi- 
nal. the FBI says, contained 
“numerous items of litera- 
ture referring to the Black 
September organization.” 

According to an affidavit 
hv FBI agent Edward IT. 
Madden, it. also contained 
fuigernrints identical to 
those found in room 516 of 
the Mayflower Hotel in Jer- 
sey City. Significatnlv, in 
obtaining an arrest warrant 
for Al-Jawari last Thursday, 
the FBI accused him only of 
planting the bomb at the El 
At terminal. He has il<_J Li- 
eountry. but the government 
is n.npnrently convinced that 
others were involved. 

“It would have been a 
pretty tough job for one 
man.” Malone said. wh°n 
asked whether the suspect 
acted alone. 

What led the FBI from 
the ear at Kennedy Airport 
to Ihe hotel in Jersey t !y 
remains tightly unarm'd in 


ere they show up. For 
other applicants who are af- 
fected, the check means a 
five-day wait. 

Since last September, 
more than 23.000 visa appli- 
cations by Arabs have been 
checked nut in Washington ■ 
under the special policy, 
which does not apply to citi- 
zens of countries deemed 
more tranquil. Nine sus- 
pected terrorists including 
“a known loader” of A1 Fatah 
the lending Palestinian' 
guerrilla organization.’^ have 
been refused entry; l’fi oth- 
ers .are under study for pos- 
sible refusals. 

In another early step, the 
State Department and the 
numeration service last Sept. 
27 jointly suspended the 
practice of letting travelers 
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terrorist threats also have as expi;Cti vlsas - 


States spend up to 10 days 
here without visas. Now, vi- 
sas are required of evryone, 
a policy that means an addi- 
tional workload of 600,000 
visas a year. 

Since institution of the 
emergency steps, planning 
of counterterrorist strate- 
gies has been assigned to the 
inter-departmantal Working 
Sroup on Terrorism headed 
by the Stale Department's 
, Armin H. Meyer, former am- 
bnssador to Japan, One of 
its first chores was to work 
l— out a contingency plan in 
ease a Munich-stylc incident 
should happen here. 

If it does, the FBI will be 


been worked out with “se- 
lected diplomatic missions in 
Washington.” 

•Arranged for special 
postal checks of mail from 
suspect areas “at the first 
indication'' ot a i«sh of let- 
ter bombs — along with im- 
mediate alerts for American 
Jewish leaders. Since last 
fall, there have been at least 
230 letter bombs put inio 
the mails around the world. 
Only seven reached the 
United States, including one 
that injured a postal worker 
in New York. Several do/cn 
more intercepted in Indian 
had American addresses. 

coordinating all 


charge The details have 


r « Started 
counterintcl 
on terroris 


terintclligence reports 
been spelled out even to the! on terrorism under the 
drafting of a presidential orj working group. About a 
der that can be signed quickly clown a day come across 


if troops arc needed. 
" With the working 


group 

( meeting every week at the 
Slate Department, usually 
| on Wednesday afternoons, 

L the government has also: 

, • Ordered lighter security, 
including armored limou-r— 
sines and armed follow-up* Tr 
cars, for prominent Ameri- 
.can officials on trips abroad. 


Meyer’s desk. Because of 
the terrorist attacks around 
the world in recent months, 
says State Department 

spokesman Bray, there is, 
also ‘‘much more pooling of 
information with and be- 
tween foreign govern- 


In the last quarter of 1972, 
as a result, 2,071 students 
were found to be deporta- 
bie. Of these, 282 were Ar- 
abs and most had their prob- 
lems cleared up, officials 
say. Forty-one other Arab 
students left the country on 
their own and 68 others face 
deportation prate e chugs. 

Despite these figures, and 
despite the penchant of ter- 
rorists from nation to nation 
and cause to cause, the fo- 
cus of the counterterrorist 
effort here is clearly on the 
Arab world, especially in 
liuht of Black September’s 
l'ar-ranging violence. 

One immigration service 
official, asked about his 
agency’s counterterrorist 
contributions, said, for ex- 
ample, “at this time, we are 
checking, in cooperation 
with other agencies, on 
Arab students and nonimmi- 
grant visitors.” 

An FBI spokesman con- 
firmed that tlie bureau is 
engaged in “active counter- 
intelligence activity” in tile 
United States against Arab 


Armored limousines have 
also been provided for some 


ments." In this country, 


he terrorism. And a CIA ofl'i- 


adds, “the CTA. the Secret] 
Service, the FBI, the F.xeeu- 
t i vc Protective Service, our 
own people, immigration, ln-l— 
police 


rial called Black September 
“a priority target” on that 
agency’s agenda. 

It all adds up to a major 
drive, but one, from tiie 

isi-riutien nations. .\t tne tin mw 

moment, there ate more of * Washington and Dos Ange- view of the working group, 
those countries than there !les — all are part of a com- that is still strapped for 
arc armored limousines. ■ mon effort. money and manpower. The.. 

• Suggested that all U.S. U • Stiffened the anti-hi- Trcasm - y Department’s Ex,: 

diplomats abroad consider jacking program last De- ocutivc , protective Service,., 
varying their work-to-home comber to include sctcenit,„ £ or instance, is limited by- 
travel habits. of nil passengers and ]aw to an 8 50-member force 

• Developed contingency searches of all hand-cat tied c j t , sp j le congressional - ap-' 

plans for terrorist attacks luggage onto L.S. airlines. proval last Jeai . of a lau - 
onU.S. missions abroad, in- In addition. Mr. Nixon has makini , attar . ks ou anv of .- 
cluding an “emergency asked Congress to sanction the 137 000 Ioroicn officials'' 
watch" for step-by-step Pol- the death penalty for hijack- a|ul fanljlv members in this 
icy direction from the Stale mgs and kidnaptngs 111 country a federal crime. 
Department’s wcnth-flow winch victims arc killed Thc ; c arc also lhoso on i 

operations center In the .• Called lor worldwide c jU)! Hill sllth as Rop> 

Khart.oum ersts. Meyer was sanctions against terrorist . , , , tnv'--. 

summoned within minutes attacks including an inter- w!t0 maintain that there' is 
from lunch a a Washing on na mna convention proud 1- , of effective interna- 

restaurant. He spent the in.^ tor the suspension of air * . , , . 

next 35 hours on the service to countries that fail lon ‘ ‘ 11 ; c , . 

seventh floor, hoping to help to punish or extradite ter- corn ties ta m ot 
arrange for the release of rorists. jacking terrorists ami Wat 

the captured diplomats with- Several of the measures, um a .°“’ n ‘ lon '' 

out bowing to the terrorists’ Meyer acknowledges, "have ov . ol ^ UOi m I’hy a. so wan s 
substantive demands. At one produced some concern a focl , cral _ pollc '? force under 
point, the United States sig- among Arab people and the federal Aviation Admin- 
naled its approval of safe Arab-Americans. But we jsltation to take over dontes- 
conduct to a (h.ird country don't for a minute want it to • tic airport security. 

for botlf hostages and ter- lie discriminatory. The Jew- Daw enfot cement officials 
rorists, but, Meyer says, “It ish Defense League is -also a eoncede however, tin. t there 
was rejected by the terror- mutter of cm cin to uu.” } s no hul-safo against terror- 
ists.” Beyond that, working lsn ’-. at * e ‘' lst - Ilo( - * n a domo- 

• Expanded Secret Serv- group officials say, the im- cra !’ c society. All you can 

ice and Executive Protective migration service decided f J° ' s * <ee P trying,” said ono^ 

Service protection to in- on its own, months before man, “but there’s no 

at the United Nations. Enter- will strike again. They hope 

it doesn’t happen here. 
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